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Uzbek museum head
rescinds resignation

24 AUGUST
Marinika Babanazarova, who was forced to
step down in August as the derector of the
Sawitsky Colkection in Nukus, Urbekistan
rescnded hes resignation in 3 letter posted
on the musewm s F acebook page At
days later. Babanazarovs stands acused
of commauoning repix 2 of Russian
Fvart garde pasntings from the museum
collection 50 she could then sedl the
orgnals. alegations which she denses.

Gaudi’s first commission
to open as a museum

28 AUGUST

Casa Vicers. the frst house desagned by the

Spaneh (atalan archaect Antons Gaudl
Barceiona in 1888 5 bewng converted into

aunc

Englsh art magazine Leap. The first issue will be published in French and Chinese
in Parts, where Leap and Leap Edition francaise are partnering with the Fiac (Fowre
Internationale d'Ast Contemporain) and Asia Now fairs. It will focus on the urban
and digital communities of 3 new generation of artists in China. Robn Peckham.
Leap's deputy editor and managing editor of the French edition, s organising a talks
programeme and a series of shows, Leap Pavillion, at Asia Now: 1. M
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2 museum, which s due 10 open next year
The buslding belongs to the Andorran bank
MoraBanc. in 2005. the buliding was named
2 Unesco World Hentage Site

Artist will lead France's
top art institution

2SEPTEMBER
Toulouse borm artist Jean-Marc

s flo
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Bainting Along the RI? display
90th anniversary of the transformation of the Forbidden City into the Beijing Palace Museum.
Attributed to Zhang Zeduan (1085-1145), the Song-era painting depicts life in Bianjiang. now
called Kaifeng, in Henan Province. Even reproductions of the scroll, such as a digital, animated
version shown during the 2010 Shanghai World Expo, have proved blockbusters. The painting
s on display with 283 works from the Qing emperors’ collection (until 12 October). It is next
due to be shown in 2020 for the 600th anniversary of the Forbidden City. L M.

artist duo Allora and Calzadilla were set
1o install Puerto Rican Light (to Jeanie
Blake) (1965). 2 work by the late US artist
Dan Flavin, inside a imestone cave in 3
conservation area in Puerto Rico. The
piece, which will be in situ for a year

was commissioned by the US-based

Dia Art Foundation, but it has not been
authorised by the Flavin estate. It is Dia's
first long-term outside the US

was appointed the dwector of France's
leading art school. the Ecole Nationale
Supéneure des Beaux-Arts n Pares, after
the controversial departure of its former
head Necolas Bourmiaud earker thes year.
Bustamante has taught there since 1998

Dan Flavin light piece to
be installed inside cave

0 SEPTEMBER
As The Art Newspaper went to press, the

since Joseph Beuys's 7000 Oaks in Kassel,
Germany, in 1982

Crane collapse in Mecca
kills more than 100

TEMBER

At least 107 people were killed when a
construction crane (rashed into the Grand
Mosque at Mecca. The Sauds government
whach 15 working on 3 mudti-bilkon doltar
propect to expand the mosque. blamed

and most Chinese cities have similar
centres making and selling fake paint-
ings. Unauthorised copies of Zhan
Wang's silver scholar rocks dot sculpture
parks and hotel lobbies, for example
Shanghai's Power Station of Art's
current exhibition, Copyleft. focuses on
copying versus appropriation and shan
zhai in Chinese contemporary art (until
15 November).

In 2013, Zaha Hadid's pebble-shaped
design for Beijing’s Wangjing Soho was
replicated. ahead of the original’s com
pletion, in Chongging. Recently, the oil
town of Karamay in Xinjiang Province
erected a statue that is almost identi
cal to Anish Kapoor’s Cloud Gate in
Chicago. The British artist was shocked,
calling it “blatant plagiarism”.

Keep it secret
Hannes Koch, one of Rain Room's crea-
tors, found the phony Rain Show “hilar-
jous”. He says: “You need to have a bit
more of a forward-looking approach
to it, and not just to whine about it,
because | don't think you can stop it,
you just have to work with knock-offs
in China.” Koch says that Random Inter-
national had joked about the copycat
Hadid building before coming to China
“We were, like, let's keep all the images
of the pump room super secret, so we
can at least hope to not have a Rain
Room copied before this one.”

Rain Show was installed in a tent
at the Jing'an Kerry Centre from 28
August to 6 September. The tent bore
the logo of Vogue China’s Fashion’s
Night Out, an annual shopping event
A spokeswoman for Vogue China said

the collapse on high winds. King Salman of
Saudi Arabia has blocked the construction
company, Binladin Group, from continuing
work. In recent years, Saudi artists and young
people have opposed the destruction of old
Ottoman Mecca. The disaster occurred only
ten days before the beginning of the Hajj. the
annual Musim pigrimage 10 Mecta.

Madrid foundation will
open space in Barcelona

14 SEPTEMBER

A Madrid foundation set up by the Mapfre
£70Up NSUraNCe COMPany 15 Opening 3
space in Barcelona on 10 October. The
new venue, located in the house built

by the Garriga-Nogués famity in the late
19th century, will host two photography
exhibitions and one major fine art show
ayear. The inaugural display, which is
organised by isabefie Cahn, the chuel
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London Nagvi, the founder and
chief executive of the private equity
firm the Abraaj Group, is probably
best known for establishing the Abraaj
Group Art Prize. He is less well known
for establishing postgraduate scholar:
ships for young artists from
abroad at London’s Royal
College of Arts (RCA)

Five started their
studies in London
in September, while
the first cohort of
“cultural entrepre
neurs”, as Abraaj likes
to call artists, is due
to graduate in spring  Abraaj founder
2016. Covering tuition Arif Naqwl
and living expenses
for a full-time, two-year master of arts
programme in design and the arts, the
RCA Innovation Scholarship has a sin
gular caveat: the five yearly awardees
must return to their home countries
and apply their newfound skills to help
their local communities, most notably
through job creation.

In the 29 emerging markets in which
the Abraaj Group operates, from the
Middle East and North Africa to Latin
America and Southeast Asia, a stag-
gering proportion of the population is
under the age of 20. The Abraaj Group
has mirrored its widening business pres-
ence with investments in youth-centric
initiatives designed to sustainably
bolster these growth markets.

While the Abraaj prize resembles
patronage —a $100,000 sum goes o a
single artist to create a new, Abraaj
owned work —the RCA Innovation
Scholarship is more entwined with
entrepreneurship. “Sixty-seven percent
of RCA graduates go on to start their
own businesses in the field of art and
design.” says Naqvi in a statement, high-
lighting the presence of entrepreneurs
such as James Dyson on the RCA’s board.

As young people’s disillusionment
with their governments’ failure to
provide jobs deepens throughout the

from within - one stude

curator at the Musée d'Orsay, focuses on
Post-Impressionism

Sale of Twombly to fund
Jewish cultural centre

15 SEPTEMBER

The philanthropist Audrey lrmas

has pledged $30m from the sale of

Cy Twombly’s Untitied (1968) towards
the construction of 3 Rem Koolhaas-
designed Jewnsh cultural centre in Los.
Angeles. The money would cover around
half of the building cost. irmas bought
the picture 25 years ago at Sotheby's, for
$3.9m, from Charles Saatchi, according
to the New York Times. It is expected to
sell for more than $60m at Sotheby's on
T November.
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